
Minutes of a meeting of Council 
held on Wednesday, 6th November, 2019 

from 7.00 pm - 8.00 pm 

Present: C Trumble (Chairman) 
M Belsey (Vice-Chair) 

G Allen 
J Ash-Edwards 
R Bates 
J Belsey 
A Bennett 
L Bennett 
P Bradbury 
P Brown 
H Brunsdon 
P Budgen 
R Cartwright 
P Chapman 
R Clarke 
E Coe-
Gunnell White 
P Coote 

M Cornish 
R de Mierre 
B Dempsey 
R Eggleston 
A Eves 
I Gibson 
S Hatton 
J Henwood 
S Hicks 
S Hillier 
R Jackson 
J Knight 
C Laband 
Andrew Lea 
J Llewellyn-Burke 

A MacNaughton 
G Marsh 
J Mockford 
A Peacock 
C Phillips 
M Pulfer 
R Salisbury 
S Smith 
A Sparasci 
L Stockwell 
N Walker 
R Webb 
N Webster 
R Whittaker 

Absent: Councillors A Boutrup, R Cromie, J Dabell, S Ellis, L Gibbs, 
T Hussain, Anthea Lea and D Sweatman 

1. OPENING PRAYER

The opening prayer was read by the Vice-Chairman.

2. TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PURSUANT TO
COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 9.

None.

3. TO CONFIRM MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL HELD ON 25
SEPTEMBER 2019.

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 25 September 2019 were agreed as a
correct record of the meeting.

4. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN RESPECT OF
ANY MATTER ON THE AGENDA

None.



5. TO CONSIDER ANY ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL AGREES
TO TAKE AS URGENT BUSINESS.

None.

6. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman noted the success of the Mid Sussex Applauds Awards 2019 and
thanked the Officers for their role in delivering it. He drew Members attention to his
recent engagements detailed on the Council’s website, noting particularly the recent
visit of HRH the Duchess of Cornwall to the Bolney Wine Estate. He mentioned a
number of initiatives and reminded Members that charity collection boxes were
available and that there would be a Christmas raffle held at the next Council meeting.
Any donations of prizes from Members would be most welcome. He also reminded
Members that the December Council meeting would now be held on Wednesday 18
December.

7. STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY.

Councillor Andrew Lea moved the item, noting that it was obligatory for the Council to
have a Licensing Policy. The policy had been reviewed by the Scrutiny Committee for
Community, Customer Services and Service Delivery and had been the subject of
public consultation. The item was seconded by Councillor Webster who confirmed
that amendments had been made following comments made by the Scrutiny
Committee Members.

The Chairman took Members to the recommendation which was agreed.

RESOLVED

That Council:

Adopts amendments to the Licensing Policy attached in Appendix 1 to form the
updated Statement of Licensing Policy from 1st January 2020.

8. UPDATED POLICY ON LICENSING OF SEX ESTABLISHMENTS.

The Solicitor to the Council introduced the report noting that p.62 paragraph 2.3
should include Newtimber, Pyecombe, Poynings and Fulking. These villages will be
added to a revised version.

Councillor Andrew Lea moved the item noting that it was good practice to have such
a policy. He confirmed it had been reviewed by the Scrutiny Committee for
Community, Customer Services and Service Delivery and had been the subject of
public consultation. The item was seconded by Councillor Webster.

The Chairman took Members to the recommendation which was agreed.

RESOLVED

That Council:



Adopts the Sex Establishment Licensing Policy 2019 in Appendix 1 to form the 
updated Statement of Policy for Sex Establishment Venues from the 28th November 
2019. 

9. TO RECEIVE THE LEADER'S REPORT

The Leader confirmed his recent attendance at a number of meetings to ensure the 
District’s voice and needs are at the heart of key discussions. He attended the 
Transport for South East meeting last month, noting that it is on track to receive the 
crucial statutory body status. 

He drew Members attention to the ongoing work to respond to Gatwick Airport’s 
expansion aspirations. He cited a recent report in the Member Information Services 
Bulletin where the Council has committed resources to ensure a detailed and 
technical case is put forward in response to a scoping request. He noted that the 
Planning Inspectorate has agreed with almost all the points that the Council and 
other Local Authorities have made to require Gatwick to look more closely at their 
proposals to mitigate the impact of the expansion. In response to Member’s 
questions he confirmed that there will be further Member briefings on this subject. He 
stated that it will be a long process, and at this early stage it would not be appropriate 
to set up a Member working group. Key will be careful consideration of the 
representations which the Council will need to make on GALs expansion proposals, 
and it is vital that Leaders from relevant Local Authorities work together. 

The Leader thanked Members who attended a recent training session on 
Understanding Local Government Finance. This is particularly important as the 
Council approaches its service and financial planning work in the new financial year. 

The Leader welcomed the success of the Haywards Heath Sixth Form College Open 
Day to showcase the impressive facilities and curriculum on offer. He thanked 
Officers of the Council and the Right Honourable Sir Nicholas Soames who worked 
tirelessly to ensure the decision to reopen the college was made. Members should be 
proud that residents now have post 16 options available locally. 

He concluded by noting that two long serving members of Parliament had announced 
that they would not be standing in the forthcoming general election. He thanked the 
Right Honourable Sir Nicholas Soames for his 22 years’ service to Mid Sussex and 
his integral role in supporting a number of strategic projects for the Council and his 
excellent advocacy within Government. He also thanked the Right Honourable Nick 
Herbert for his great tenacity in serving two wards within the District for the past 14 
years.  

10. REPORT OF CABINET MEMBERS, INCLUDING QUESTIONS PURSUANT TO
COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 10.1

Report of the Deputy Leader 

The Deputy Leader reiterated the thanks to Members who attended the training 
session on Understanding Local Government Finance. She drew Members attention 
to two items in the recent Member Information Service Bulletin. The first related to 
the purchase of 2 flats at the Orchards Shopping Centre which is part of the Council’s 
aspirations to ensure the centre is viable and successful. The second item relates to 
the Council’s decision not to participate in the new Business Rates Pool.  This was 
simply because mathematically it was not in the interests of the Pool for all 



authorities in West Sussex to participate.  The Council will continue to benefit from 
the effects of the Pooling arrangements. 

A Member raised a question over the savings on Business Rates that NewRiver can 
benefit from for shop units in the first three months of occupation and urged that 
these savings be directed to charitable local causes in Burgess Hill.  The Deputy 
Leader noted that the rate relief is mandatory and not something that the Council has 
control over.  She suggested that the Town Council should take up the discussion 
with NewRiver. 

Report of the Cabinet Member for Economic Growth 

The Cabinet Member gave an update on his attendance at key meetings. 

He confirmed that the Council is keen to enable local businesses to access local 
government procurement contracts. To support this, the Economic Development 
team are reworking the 2010 "How to do Business Guide" with the aim of relaunching 
in January 2020. 

He concluded by noting the success of the Basepoint Centre in Haywards Heath, 
which has provided a flexible working space for businesses.   As the local economy 
features a large  number of the small businesses that favour this type of facility, and 
a huge number of residents that commute out to work that may increasingly look to 
use flexible working space locally several days a week, this  is a key sector to 
encourage.  

Report of the Cabinet Member for Customer Services 

The Cabinet Member praised the Revenues and Benefits team for being shortlisted 
as finalists in three categories of the IRRV awards.  

She provided an update on the recent consultation on the banded income Council 
Tax Support Scheme which has recently concluded. A number of meetings have 
been held by the Business Unit Leader with key stakeholders and affected residents. 
An update will be presented to the Scrutiny Committee for Leader, Finance and 
Performance on 20 November and Council in December with the aim of 
implementing it by April 2020. If Council approves the new scheme, it will enable the 
use of the DWP’s information in assessing residents claims for council tax support. 
She also noted that further training on Revenues and Benefits will be provided to 
Members in January 2020. 

The Cabinet Member reiterated the success of the Mid Sussex Applauds Awards and 
thanked Officers for making it a success. She also confirmed that Mid Sussex 
Matters will be available to residents on 18 November, work is under way to improve 
the Council’s website.  

In conclusion, she noted that November is safeguarding month.  The Cabinet 
Member agreed to provide a written response confirming whether Mid Sussex District 
Council’s recruitment forms ask applicants if they have served in the Armed Forces, 
in line with the Council’s commitment to the Armed Forces Covenant. 

Report of the Cabinet Member for Environment and Service Delivery 

The Cabinet Member confirmed that public consultation is underway on the 
improvements to playgrounds at John Pears in Ashurst Wood, Bolney and 



Twineham. Consultation will also be undertaken through the master planning 
exercises for Victoria Park, St John’s Park, Mount Noddy and Finches Field as part of 
a £2.3m investment in local parks over the next 2 years. He confirmed that the 
Playing Pitch and Open Space Study considers on a Ward by Ward basis where 
provision is required going forward. He confirmed that Burgess Hill Town Council will 
be consulted on any proposed improvements to St John’s Park. 

The Cabinet Member also attended a recent meeting with Places Leisure. The 
centres continue to be well used and feedback is positive with the main focus being 
on capacity of certain popular classes. Parking at The Dolphin remains a challenge 
and ways to improve this are being considered. A downturn in income from village 
halls was discussed, but the Cabinet Member noted that regarding the Leisure 
Centres, Places Leisure are aware of the market place and keen to invest further to 
ensure the venues remain attractive to residents. 

He also announced that the Council will be consulting on Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs) on behalf of WSCC. These will cover East Grinstead 
and Haywards Heath, with Burgess Hill routes already being identified and 
progressed through the Place and Connectivity Project. Expert travel consultants will 
be engaged and the Council will liaise with local stakeholders and relevant 
organisations with the aim to develop studies by Spring 2020. He noted that in rural 
areas, close liaison with Parish Councils would be required and he would ask 
Officers to explore what scope there is within the LCWIPs methodology to do this. 

Report of the Cabinet Member for Community 

The Cabinet Member reiterated the success of the Mid Sussex Applauds Awards in 
its new format, incorporating both the Youth Awards and Chairman Awards. He noted 
it was a celebration of a fantastic range of projects, stories and events from across 
the District with a heartening mix of 29 nominees across an age range of almost 75 
years.  

He drew Members attention to the 8 May 2020 which signifies 75 years since the 
guns fell silent at the end of the Second World War in Europe. To commemorate this 
anniversary, the Cabinet Grants Panel has agreed a proposal to establish a small 
grant fund (£7,500) for VEDay75 celebrations around the early May Public Holiday. 

Report of the Cabinet Member for Housing and Planning 

The Cabinet Member confirmed that as of 1 November 2019, the cumulative number 
of affordable houses delivered was 122 which is a promising start for half way 
through the Council year.  In response to a question on the number of market houses 
being completed, he confirmed that the 5 year housing land supply was continually 
monitored but specific data on completions was collected annually so there are no 
mid-year figures available at this time. He also confirmed that the Council has 
submitted and is awaiting the outcome of a bid to the Ministry of Housing Community 
and Local Government (MHCLG) for cold weather funding to assist rough sleepers. 
The Homeless Adviser from MHCLG will visit the Housing Needs team this week to 
discuss the bid. 

He noted that in Planning Development Management, performance continues to 
exceed targets. The percentage of major schemes determined within 13 weeks, 



minor schemes and other applications determined within 8 weeks has been at 100% 
for the past 3 months. 

The topic of meeting the target of 30% affordable housing in new developments was 
discussed and the Cabinet Member confirmed that the Council  ensures that every 
applicable site provides 30% affordable housing. He also noted that smaller 
developments are not required to provide affordable housing and on limited 
occasions where affordable housing is not appropriate on site, the Council has 
accepted commuted sums to provide social housing in a more suitable location. 

11. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS PURSUANT TO COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE
10.2

The following question was received from Councillor Eves:

The last time a public EV charger worked in Burgess Hill was 19th September 2018,
so Cyprus Rd car park charger has been broken for over a year now. Haywards
Heath chargers have been out of service in the last week. EV drivers can see on their
app that Burgess Hill is a ‘black hole’ with no working charger, so they don’t even go
there. Do you have any idea of when the public can expect our chargers to be
repaired?

The following response was provided by Councillor John Belsey, Cabinet Member for
Environment and Service Delivery:

As you know from our correspondence, the fault at Cyprus Road cannot be rectified
by this Council. The work can only be undertaken by UK Power Networks and, as
you also know, we are awaiting a date from them when the work will be undertaken.
The fault with the Haywards Heath chargers has also been reported to the charge
point supplier.

The Cabinet Member went on to say that it is also worth remembering that the
provision of chargers is not core business for the Council and there are significant
demands on our limited resources. However the Council is, trying to use its influence
to stimulate the market and other providers and it is encouraging that we are being
successful in that regard, as the new 50-kilowatt charges in Handcross suggests.

This month he noted that the Council will also submit an application to the Office for
Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV) to install an additional 26 new EVCPs chargers
across the District.

The Cabinet Member agreed to provide a written response to Councillor Eves’ follow
up question on whether the Council will be applying for money that the Government
has recently agreed to offer local authorities in relation to this subject.

The meeting finished at 8.00 pm 

Chairman 


	Minutes

